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CHAPTER  XI
AUGUSTINE   AND   THE   DONATIST   SCHISM
WE have already had frequent occasion to speak of the Donatists. The African Church was split into halves throughout most of the fourth century by that most famous schism of the early Church. At the beginning of Augustine's career the great majority of the Christians of Africa belonged to the schismatical, or Donatist, faction. Even at the close of the century it is questionable if the Donatists were not still in the majority. But as soon as Augustine became a power in the Church, the success of the Donatists began to wane. He devoted himself with intense ardour to the extinction of the schism, and the first twenty years of his episcopate are largely absorbed in the controversy. In order to understand this aspect of his work, we must glance at the history of the schism. M. de Pressense and other philosophic historians assure us that it was a natural expression of theal s , •., 4«r.l In (i.t.l vOi.-u tlir l».».!v if. rcjuly to n-mve it    Avigust : ,?  {"i.*e t:.f. mjujr.t dtr thmty «tf the- transmission of original .4;;,| i.   Jhf.i-J.iu- !,i'.««urr«l (lit- thntry <'!' pixiimgation of souls, „,. .t.rs   J'."'*»   atfS(t'. U» fluliltru.
